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SUB J : SPANISH SAHARA:ALLEGED COMMENTS BY 
SECRETARY RE U.S. PREFERENCE FOR 
MOROCCAN ANNEXATION 

L IN REPORTING SECRETARY'S WEEKEND MEETING WITH UNSYG 
WALDHEIM AND INTERVIEW IN U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT. 

LOCAL PRESS HAS INTERLARDED ALLEGATIONS THAT SECRETARY 
ALLUDED TO ANNEXATION BY MOROCCO OF SPANISH SAHARA AS 
BEST SOLUTION OF ISSUE. ARTICLE IN "ARRIBA" (NATIONAL 
MOVEMENT ORGAN) JUNE 17 REPORTING INTERVIEW SUGGESTS THAT 
SECRETARY BELIEVES MOROCCAN ANNEXATION PREFERABLE TO AREA 
BECOMING INDEPENDENT STATE UNDER ALGERIAN INFLUENCE. 
CORRESPONDENT FOR "INFORMACIONES" (INDEPENDENT) IN NEW 
YORK RAISED SIMILAR POINT IN ARTICLE JUNE 17 ON SAHARAN 
ISSUE AND SECRETARY'S MEETING WITH WALDHEIM. SPECULATING 
THAT STRATEGIC REASONS, I.E., FEAR THAT AREA MIGHT COME 
UNDER ALGERIAN INFLUENCE, ACCOUNTED FOR CHANGE IN U.S. 
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2. ON BASIS OF FOREGOING PRESS SPECULATION, MOROCCAN 
EMBASSY OFFICIALS BUTTON HOLED EMBOFFS AT RECEPTION JUNE 17 
TO EXPRESS SATISFACTION FOR CHANGE IN U.S. POLICY. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO INQUIRIES AND COMMENTS OF MOROCCAN 
EMBASSY OFFICIALS, EMBASSY HAS REITERATED U.S. POSITION TO 
REMAIN NEUTRAL, IN DEFERENCE TO OUR FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH BOTH 
SPAIN AND MOROCCO, AN ISSUE WHICH WE HOPE TO SEE RESOLVED AMONG 
ALL CONCERNED WITHIN FRAMEWORK OF U.N. RESOLUTIONS. 
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